Taking the heart
from the land

REPORTAGE BY DAWN PALEY
COMIX BY JOE OLLMANN




AFTER TWO MONTHS OF PLANNING, EMAILIN G- AND RESEARCHING, MY
REPORTING TRIP IS FINALLY G€TTING STARTED. 1 FLY OUT TOMORROW To [
INYESTIGATE MINING IN GUATEMALA BY GOLDCORP, THE WORLD'S THIRD
LARGEST GOLD PRODICER WITH A ReYeNUE COMPARABLE TO THE GDP | N
OF GUATEMALA.

[THE IRONY 1S, 1'W FLYING THOUSANDS OF KILOMETRES ‘ T'VE GOT A SHOE STRING BUDGET, USED AND BORROWE!
SOUTH TO REPORT ON A COMPANY WHO HAVE THE\R HEAD [EQUIPMENT, SOME CONTACTS IN MININGAFFECTED
~QUARTERS JUSTA FIFTEEN MINUTE WALK FROM MY HOUSE COMMUNITIES, AND REALLY RUSTY SPANISH...
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S %
L HE'S GOING To
b kiLL US! 3

| VANCOUVER, EARLY NEXT
|| MORNING-- A

GUHTENL&CTY-

HE'S GO\NG TO
> KILL VS S
Ayt L=

P e

TobAY I ARRIVEDIN GUATEMALAS

CAPITAL ...
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[BY ASTROKE OF LucK, 1M MEETING Wi o
LUIS SOLANO THIS MORNING . HES A | |
JURNALIST WHO'S BEEN WRITING AR
MINING 1SSUES IN GUATEMALA FoRTHE
LAST TWENTY YEARS.

A

ERN You GIVE ME AN OVER-||

WELL, THE FIRST NORTH AMERIAN | | THE FIRST NICKEL MINING Con-
T s | [ S5 SR e
INCO CTTHAT ALLEP s

N ICOUP D'E TAT AGAINST PRESIDENT
JACOBO ARBENZ -

VIEW WITH REGARDS TO | I
MINING IN GUATEMALA™ B

[MINING LAWS WERE REWRITTEN INTHE
1960s BY PEGPLE ON THE KO PRYROLL

THE COUP DETAT WAS ENGINEERED
BY THE CIA TO BENEFIT THE UNITED
FRUIT COMPANY, A US, BANANA CON-
-PANY THAT WOULDHAVE LOST SOME
UNUSED LAND THROUGH ARBENZ's

\LAND REFORM/RE DISTRIBUTION PLAN.

POLVTICIANS WHO OPPOSED THE
LAW CHANGES WERE REMOVE D
FROM OFF\CE . SOME WERE KILLED.
THE MINE WAS ONLY IN OPERAT ION
FOR A COUPLE OF YEARS.-
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MANY PEOPLE WERE KILLED — LOCALS
WHo RESISTED THE PROJECT OR EVEN
SIMPLY ASSERTED THEIR HISTORICAL
R\GHTS To THE .

AS WELL AS CONGRESSMEN AND
LAWYERS WHO ARGUED 1T WOULD
BENEF\T GUATEMALA . ..

' - OTHERS DISAPPEARED.

RELATIVES OF THE VICTIMS OF THESE
CRIMES STILL LIVE \N THE AREA.
THERE ARE AHANDFUL OF CANADIAN
COMPANIES ARDUND THERE EXPLORING
FOR NILKE L AGAIN NoW THAT PRICES ARE
UP AND THE INTERNAL CONFLICT ISOVER.

| GOVERNMENT OF GUATEMALA AS NEC-
I-ESSARY To ENCOURAGE FOREIGN IN-
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THE PEACE PROCESS WAS SEENBY THE |

| |RoVALTIES WERE REDICED FROM |

AFTER 36 YEARS OF mmsm’a
\N WHICH MORE THAN 200,000 MAL
-LY INDIGENOUS PEOPLE WERE
KILLED, THE LAST PEACE ACCORD WAS
S\GNED IN DECEMBER,1996. IN
\997, THE MININ G- CODE WA CHANGED.

-lﬂo. TO 1.,




ARE INTERNATIONAL AGREE

THAT SAY THAT INDIGENOUS
PEOPLE SHOULD BE (ONSULTED BEFORE
DEVELOPMENT TAKES PUKE ON THEIR
LAND. ONE OF THESE IS ILOD 169.

._ F’t‘

1S AT WHEN ‘YoU VISIT THECOMMUNITIES
ARDUND THE MARLIN MWE. ..

You'LL SEE FOR YOURSELF WHERE ThaT]

~DoN'T RRGET TO TAKE A CofY

' THis 15 THE kIND oF

ijom IT WOULD TAKE /52

A (e

[VLO 169 15 E U.N. CONVENTIoN |

ON INDIGENOUS AND TRIBRL PEOPLES
GUATEMALA RATIFIED \ T, MERNING
THAT 1T 1S BoUND To CONSULT \N-
-DIGENOVS COMMUNITIES BEFORE
EMITTING DEVELOPMENT PERMITS,

OH GREAT, 12 PAGES
A OF FooTNQTES!?!)

——

| || fully things will go

thing is fine. Hope-

| well in San Marcos..
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I TRAVELED FRoM GUATEMALACITY
To SAN MARCOS, THRAXGH THE HiGH -
FLANDS ON A * CHICKEN” BUS .

TNE GOT A CONTACT HERE FOR
TORGE CRANADA FROM THE
CAMPESINO WORKERS® MOVE-
-ne»rd MIGHT BE A Good Puace

B gg;hg;?ms,
=
n 7 e el g

THE RIDE (S LoNGER AND FARTHER
(AND SLOWER' ANDBUMPIER!)
THAN t EXPECTED.

[ALL THAT SLEEP\NG ONTHE BYS |
15 INCREDIBLY TIRING....

SAN MARCOS 1S SMALLE R CooLER,
AND MUCH CALMER THAN
GUATEMALA CITY.

P>

~
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JORGE SHOULD BE ABLETO GIVE
AGOOD OVERVIEW. HE WORKS
\TH COMMUN\TIES.




THE MARLIN MINE 1S AW oPEN PIT GOLD MINE. \T's
IN LANDS BELONGING-TO TWO MUNICIPALITIES:
SAN MIGUEL \XTAHUACAN AND SIPAKAPA, WHIH
ARE, RESPECTINELY MAYAN MAM AND MayAN
S\PAK APENSE TERR\TORY.

N\ ;_I.:I i

ek &
PO AR Vg A\
DR %% XSSO

] rbuuvmtrﬁmubuﬂimem [THE MINING COMPANY |5 VANGOU VER-
]

S Now, FELT PRESSURED ToSELLTURR| FBASED GoLD CORP WHICH AGUIRED
LANDS EARLY oN BE FORE REALIZING | | GLAMIS GOLD \N2006. THE FULLY
THAT A MINE WAS BEING-BUILT, CONSTRK| | OWNED SUBSIDIARY 1S CALLED
~TION STARTED IN 2004, ARDUND THE | [MONTANA EXPLORADORA DE GUAT-
%'35\ }i:e AS CANADIAN AMBASSADSR | |- & :r‘ésl'-?éb'}h" é&gnb\ms HAVE
m;n'm"u“e'mmum ENsA | | THE CANADIAN PENSIO J‘& To
: - - = | THE AMOUNT oF #181 MILL(ON.

Mo
EJ(N-I" DORA
DE GUATEMALA

A 2004 SURVEY INDICATED THAT 95+% | | ITS VERY CLEAR IN THIS CASE, AS
OF PEOPLE LIVING NEARTHE MARLIN | [IN ALL OF GUATEMALA:THE MAP
MINE, MoST OF WHoM ARE INDIGENSUS| | OF PONERTY, THE MAP oF INDIGENOYS
OPPOSED THE MINE. THERE HAS BEEN | | PEOPLES AND THE MAP oF MINING
ALOT OF ATTENTION ON THE PROJELT 0JECTS LINE UPPERFECTLY.
BY HUMAN RIGHTS ACTIVISTS, NGOs, - —~
AND JWRNALISTS, SINCE 1T RELEIVED Y =
A%45,000,000 LOAN FROM THE IN- s 1
-TERNATIONAL FINANCE CORPORATION (IF) - MINE / vy -
-

PEOPLE 1N SAN MIGUEL HAVE

FACED MORE REPRESSIONAND
ITHAS BEEN HARDER FOR THEM
To ORGANIZE.

Y

THE PRIVATE SECTOR ARM OF THE
WORLD BANK.

]
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ANGTHER THREE HOURS ON THE BVS

To SIPAKAPA .

_ — —
|/ ¥ S, T

] THAT'S THE MINE HAVEN'T
You HERRDT |T's THE BIG-
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SIPAKAPA 1S HOME To ABNT 14000
PEOPLE, MOST OF WHOM ARE MAYAN
SIPAKAPENSE. IT 15 DIVIDEDINTO
14 VILLAGES, WITH ABT 1000 PEOPLE
LWING Iy THE CENTRE .

AND IMAGINE THE WORLD BANK
GIWVING THE CoMPANY & 45
MILLION AS |F LT WAS FoR
DEVELOPMENT !

> WHAT WE coud Do |
e WITH $ 45 MILLION...
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[L1SA TAKES ME To HER Hovse

FRoM WHERE SHE RUNS A CAFETER
1A. SHE BRINGS ME COFFEE AND
ToRTILLAS.

TS THE FIRST LOAN OF-\TS )
KIND SINCE 20O\, WHEN THE
VFC STARTED A REVIEW PRo-

= - (€55 FoR AN PolicY To




e

| OkAY, FIRSTTELL
H ME ABNT THE
CONSULTA.

] F\NG- THE PASSAGE OF R CYLINDER

... IN SoLOLA IN JANJARY 0F 2005.
THE PEOPLE THERE WERE BLock-

NEEDE D FOR USE AT THE MINE.

ON TRMVARY VlTn, WE LEARNED THAT
|SOMEONE HAD BEEN KILLED INTTHE
BLOUCADE AND THAT THE MILITARY
AND PoLICE WERE ESCORTING- THE
CILINDER ALoNCG- THE HIGHWAY.

S
— T

S0 THE PEOPLE OF SIPAKAPA Go
TOGETHER To FIGURE OUT HowW
WE wWould ACT. — A PUBLIC

MEETING WAS CALLED.

1)
“JE |MAYoR oF

B B 0

Yes! sil we DEMAND A
CONSULTA!

| THE CONSULTA WiLL ASk
| | WHE THER THE PEOPLE OF
| SIPAKAPA ARE Fok oR

| AGAINST MINING.
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E I i)
== OKAY, A CONSULTA SHALL
Tl BE HELD.

I




WHEN THEY ToUNDOUT ABNT VR

| [THE LEGAL FRAMEWORK € CoN- 6
FoR T BUT BEFORE THE CONSLLTA WAS CARRIED

nms DECIDED 'mmms mm -SULTA |S BASED N THE MUNICIPAL
WOULD TAKE PLACE SUNE 18,2005 )| (CopE, AND IN OUR. RIGHTS AS IN-
R\ [ PEOPLES, A5 DEFINED

. ol
AND WRAT IS THE LEGAL RY 1LO 169.

STATUS OF ucmsacm? = |COURT, CLAIMING THAT THE PRICESS
AT — B s \LLEGAL

we KNEW WE WERE GOING-TO WEVE BEEW THE m&s of
GO AHEAD WITH THE COWSULTA, [} | | THESE LANDS FoR THe LAST

EVEN THOUGH THE COMPANY 5,000 YEARS AND WE HANE

TR THE RIGHT TO CONTROL WHWAT

\ED To SToP VS.

HAPPENS HERE.

THE LOWER LEveL CoURT |
RIJLEDOﬂTI’ﬁSIDEOF
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IN ALL THIRTEEN COMMUNITIES |N
SIPAKAPA, PEOPLE WENT TOVOTE

.. USING VARIOUS METHODS To
_ THLY E OTES .

IN UEIR HI\LIT.S“.

-

||

(ALL W OF MINNNG, CLEASE
RAVSE goUM‘R HANDS..,
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Efs ™= p

IN ELEVEN OF THE THIRTEEN Commummes, [T —
THERE WAS A UNANIVOUS NO TO MINING. [

ONE COMMUNITY WITH A Low VOTER TURNOUT |

NGOTED YES AND RNGTHF.R ABSTAINED.

THE MANDATE 15 CLEAR . THEPEOPLE we‘vt-: ALREADY HAD STUDIES DONE

OF SIPAKAPA DON'T WANT MINING! NG CONTAMINATION, ANDIT| |- MORRQW FORA PRESS CONFERENCE |

PEOPLE WANT TO CONTINUE LIWING A\-R%ﬂb\‘ NERY BAD ATGOLD- | | THE BiSHOPOF SAN MARCOS,

FROM THE LAND, BENEFITING FROM IN MINE IN ANARO RAMAZZINY WILLBE

IAI‘EC &%’2} TH; GOOD 0L, HE CLEAN ERE TOANNOUNCE maewm
M‘E =

WUE NEXT DRY. | ' ﬁfm m& E‘:&Utrs Fgop WHTHOUT ABTHENTIC HUMAN DEVELOP;
RO(K AND | |-MENT AND RESPEC {TURE,
A STUDY SHOWS THAT THERE 15 WASTE FROM THEMINE BEING EX- TT!EERETIOHT Bamul"r'?m
ACID MINE DRAINRAGE HAPPENING bet -POSED TO THE ELEMENTS. THE | | oR ANY OTHER COUNTRY
INTO THE TZALA RIVER, DOWN- | |STUBY WAS CRRRIEDOUT BY FLANIANO| [~ =l

BIANCHING AN 1TALIAN BWOLOGAST.

-STREAM FROM THE MINE.

33 « Taking the heart from the land



... THE BIOLOGIST WHO CARRIED
OUT THE STUDY WRS THREATENED

AND FOLLOWED.

AFTER THE STORY CAME QUT IN THE
GUATEMALAN MEDIA...

n 20 gl 3 WA
e LT

HE DECIDED 1O GO BACK TOITALY
FOR WIS SAFETY.
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FROM SIPAKAPA 1 Took A BUS BAKK
TO GUATEMALA CI1TY.
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| |SHORT VISIT... HOW TO TIE 1T

50 MUCH INFORMATION IN SUCH A

ALL TOGETHER ?
}'? T o>




TM ALMOST DONE WITH MY ARTICLE, BUT
' THERE ARE NEW DEVELOPMENTS

EVERY DAY... ITS ARRD TO REEPUP.
WITH 1T 1M INTERVIEWING VINCENTE
FICO FROM SIPAVAPA FOR THE LATE

WHATS HAPPENING THERE,
VINCENTE?

IN SAN MIGUEL WX TAHUACAN, PEORLE
DVDN'T HAVE THE CHANCE To HoLD A

[ THE PEOPLE. ERECTED A BLOCKADEON
THE ACCE 55 ROADS TOTHE MINESIN
MID-TANUARY, 2007. THEYVE BEENOUT

PEOPLE WERE COMPLAWNING THAT THEY]
WERE UNF RLY PAID FOR THE\R PR
~ERTIES. THE COMPANY STILL R¢-

THERE FOR ALMOST TWOWEEKS.

=

alap
——t [

- CESSED THE MINE BY HELWOPTER-

YESTERDAY, THERE WAS ANOTWER
CONSULTA W A MUNICIPALITYCAL
ICOMITANCILLO, WHERE PEOPLE
PGAIN RETECTED MINING.

[DURING THE CONSULTA , THE CoPS
SWOOPED DoWN IN SAN MIGVEL
IXTAHUACAN AND ARRESTED PeopLe
WHO WERE. BLOCKADINGY.

T THE SAME TIME AS THEY WERE
BLOCKADING VN SAN MIGUEL VR TA-
HUACAN, PEOPLE LWING WA oM
MUMITY NEAR GO LSS FILOS
NE IN GUERRERD, MEX|CO WERE
ALSO BLOCKADING THE ROADS.

3

THE SITUATION PR EVERYONE

LNINGNE%TﬁE PROJECTSIS
DIFEVCULT. PEOPLE'S HOVSES HAWE
STARTED CRACKING; THERE 1S NOYSE,
TRUCKS AND SO ON -
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e

MONTHS AFTER T GOT BACK, 1 GoT| |
[A(nu. FROMGRAWAME FrRom | [ Looks LIKE GOLD CORP'S :
RIGHTS ACTION, ASMALL NGO | (12907 AGM IS YN VANCOUVER |

WITH TWO OFFICES IN CENTRAL
AMERICA . il

ON MAY 2. COULDYou BRE

OkAY ' RIGHTS RCTION (AN Look
PMETER THE TKKETS. You'LL HAVE
To ORGANIZE A SPEAKING EVENT.
LET US KNOW \F WECAN HELP.
GOODLULCK WITH THE AGM

]
S

ned L2

= NING-OUT HOW T0 BE EFFECTIVE AT THE

WHKH BROWAHT HIMTOSEVEN UMES
FRoM
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 (..SOME TIME PEFORE

T SPENT THE NEXT TWOMONTHS AL | I [, some"mive peros

AGM, AND FREPARING RECTORSVISIT . |




INNO TIME, TWAS MEETING
HECTOR AT THE AIRFORT.
.-'/ -

U

T ACCOMPANIED HECTOR TOVARIOUS
MEETINGS WHERE WE WAS INVI TE
TOSPERK ABOUT MININGINHIS
COMMUNITY.

[VANCGOUVER, MAY 2. TODAY (S GoinG
TOBEABICTEST. .. WELL SEEHOW
GOLD CORP'S SHARE HOLDERS

=1 WE HAVE ORDERS No¥ To

| LET PROTESTERS IN...

_{ T HAVE THE I.EGN-RIGH To

ATTEND Ts MEETING. T HAWE
A SHAREHOLDER PROXY.
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... OUR BOARD HAS BEEN

EXCELLENT AND HELPED THE

COMPANY GROW. ALL IN FAYOUR
OUR BOARD?  J

OUR AUDITOR HASDONE AN EX|
-CELLENT JoB AUDITING. ALL
IN FAVOUR OF KEEPING: THE

OF KE 1L
| MOVEP AND
SECONDED...

WITH US TODAY 1S A GUATEMALAN
COMMUNATY MEMBER WHO HAS
COME To SHARE WIS NEGATNE
EXPERIENCES WITH THE GOM-

WORRY Not! GoLd CORPp IS
WINNING THE HEART AND
MINDS OF THE COMMUNATIES
WE OPERATE \N!

KEVIN MCARTHUR,

CEO, GOLPCORP. e
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THERE ARE VERY SERIOVS

GOLD (ORP MINES IN GUER-
“RERQ,MEXICO AND HoNDWERS,

WE'RE A FIRST-RATE COMPANY.,
W& BRING ToBS To REGIONS

WHERE OUR M)NINe PROJECTS
ARE ... PROSPERITY !

GOLD CORP HAS PROFITABLE \H
PROTECTS NOT ONLY WN GUAT-

~EMALA, BUT ALSO IN HONDURAS,
CHILE, ARGENTINA...

..s SMPLL'FRINGE-
- GROYPS" COMPLAINING.

-.-SUCCES FUL MINES IN
MEXICO, THE DOMINICAN

—




| A =

A WELL, UM, WE SEEK
| SOCIAL LICENSE

(MR MCARTHUR WILL YOO |
ARESPECT THE CONSULTA

| 1N SIPAKAPAT

How CAN THE YOICE OFC:IE
CANADIAN BUSINESSMAN BE
TWEVOIES

YES, BUT WilL YOURESPECT THE
E:sgirm THE (O%SUL‘M,W

3 MINING EX- T MORE TH
-PLORATION, EXPANSION AND EX - ‘g:goon HWI-ECO%N‘TY?
-PLOITATION IN THE TERRVTCRY
OF SIPAKAPAY

ll(1¢ BELEVETHE P
| MENTALITY OF THESE GUYS! || || BECAUSE WE KNoW THAT JusTIE
| \S BEWIND VS

(I

g

;‘J\.m WEEKS AR THe .N'rM, THe CoﬂS‘hNTL COURT DEC
BUT NON-BINDING, REAFFIRMING KEVIN NCARTHUR'S POSITION..
BUT THE COMMUNITY Wikl KEEP STRUGGLING FoR 1TS RIGHT TO CONTROL TS

TERRITORY. — STAY TUNED...

LARED THE CONSULTA LEGAL
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